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being defeated by the diseases, moral and physical, which
elsewhere afflict and often devastate white workers in the
tropics.17 Without restrictive immigration, supported by
fiscal protection for domestic sugar, this achievement in
tropical settlement and acclimatization would be imperilled.
Thus, the White Australia Policy is the product of the
community's geographic position, social ideas, and unflagging
zeal to be master of its racial destiny.
Homogeneity is both a direct result of the White Aus-
tralia Policy and an incentive to maintain it. In the census
of 1933, 99.2 per cent of the people were of European extrac-
tion, and 99.1 per cent were British subjects. The last
mentioned figure includes not merely the Australians of
British descent, but also those of European ancestry other
than British (some 10 per cent) who have become British
subjects.18 The fact that between 88 and 90 per cent of the
Australians are of British stock presents a significant contrast
with the peoples of Canada and South Africa. No important
linguistic minorities exist. Australia is probably the most
unilingual large country in the world, more unilingual than
Great Britain itself. In religion also diversity does not reach
troublesome proportions. In 1933, 38 per cent of the people
were nominally Church of England, 17 per cent Roman
Catholic, and 22 per cent belonged to the Methodist, Presby-
terian, and Congregational churches. The Roman Catholics
are mainly of Irish descent, and by acting in unison, especially
to preserve their Catholic schools, have occasionally exercised
a separate political influence. But in the main the merging
of Irish, English, and Scottish elements has proceeded far,
and the cleavages of party politics are along lines other than
those of nationality or religion. The homogeneity of the
people has enhanced the political and industrial strength of
Australian labour which, unlike American labour in the past,
has never had to cope with the intricate problems of educating
into democratic unionism a large mass of heterogeneous
"See A. Grenfell Price, White Settlers in the* Tropics, chap. VI.
i8See P. D. Phillips and G, L. Wood, The Peopling of Australia, chap. VI;
also J. Lyng, Non-Britishers in Australia, A clear and concise treatment of
the non-British Europeans in Australia is provided by W. D. Forsyth, The Myth
of Open Spaces, chap. XIX.